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Stand a prism on 
its head and set it in 
a window. Look at 
the colors that beam 
through and out of it. 
The infinite variety of 
people, places and stories 
that intersect in the American 
story can be reflected there in 
that light. As the prism shifts, the 
colors change, and the stories do, too.

Here we talk about the legacies of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder and Rose Wilder Lane.  With 
every new story we add to theirs, the prism 
shifts, just a bit.

When we thought this up—when I offered to see if we 
could host a conference at Minnesota State University, 
Mankato—I thought that maybe, we might have fifty 
people in attendance. I reserved a nice-sized conference 
room. I envisioned that maybe, we would all sit together, 
and take turns going around the room, talking about Laura.

But I underestimated the amount of serious interest in Laura 
Ingalls Wilder, Rose Wilder Lane, Little House, and the legacies 
of these women and their works.

Look around you. At this conference alone, we have more than 150 
men, women and children in attendance from places as far away as 
Australia and as nearby as down the block.

We wear bonnets in Laura’s honor. We dance in Plum Creek. We look 
somehow back at the woman and her life in awe, paying loud tribute to ideals 
and values that some of us believe have somehow been left behind in today’s society.

But it’s a mistake to think about Laura in this way.

Her story and its place in American history reveals a complex intersection of
 truths and narratives. Hers is one voice among many. 

In Laura’s books, we read about her interactions with people of different cultures
 and races. She discusses her fear of and fascination with American Indians on the

 plains and prairies; she gratefully reveals how her life was saved by an 
African-American doctor.  A Norwegian buys the farm at Walnut Grove. In De Smet,

 Laura writes about the many people of varied ethic and cultural backgrounds,
 working together to build a town.

In all of these stories, Laura writes from a feminine perspective. In that way, Laura contributed to a 
fictional landscape that up until the point of her writing in the thirties and forties had been dominated 

by the male perspective. Pick up any book by Zane Grey or Louis L’Amour, and read about single 
men hunting, men trapping, men shooting other men, “taming” the lawless west.

Women changed that landscape.  Family changed that landscape. Laura changed that landscape.
For some, that landscape change drove their entire cultural life underground. We don’t like to 

think about this. But it’s part of the story. We wanted a place to discuss all of these stories, 
to focus on that prism and its shifting light. And here it is.

Welcome to LauraPalooza!
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“I am beginning to learn 
that it is the sweet, simple things of life 

which are the real ones after all.”

- Laura Ingalls Wilder

Welcome to the 
LauraPalooza 

Conference!


